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U. S. NAVAL PRISON
NAVY YARD, PORTSNMOUTH, N. H.

28 Jenuary 1937.

Fronmi, ~ Colenel Robert L. Lenig, U.5,.4.C.
ez Lt, Coloncl . Deldarrs, U.5..0.0.,
T 4 Editor of the lerine Corps CGazelio,
: Room 2025, Lcadguerters, U.S. Korine Corps,
\ )  Waskingwn, D. C.

1

( ‘ .
.Subject: Diary of a Guardia Officex.
fnolosure: (A) Subjest Diary (Under peparate ooverl.

). The encloosed article is a wvery much deleted diary
that I kept during my %our in tng "Guardia Jacional de Hicaragua'.

2. % glves what I consider an acourate pisture of
“what transgpirces al an aArea Headquarters of suslh an organizetion.

. Ze A greelt meny patrols and resultant contacts with
+hie . banditse, ere meationed, but only such events are elaborated
on as 1 personally experienced, and then condensged.

%4 1 doubt if there is enytaing here of a coantroversial
peture or anything that would cause +c0 ruch comment.

De eny iiicaraguans cre mentioned by name, in a few
gases they nave Leen olengsd as on page 1355-126 where DoowOT
Castro is not the gorroct nume.

G, On pazes 9, €9, end 151, oertain tTrus resarks exe
made aboq3f2§§§§§£%_~l hope that a dcoudle neaning ie not pul on
the love BioTy o0 pege 130. The lost versce on page 157 you mey
wisd To onangs. anyway the “thunder mug! wes captured. 1 sup-

lovely juz', or. something tO that
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poze i1t could be galled "tne 1o
effaet.
7e I supno ngt &% ieast 130 Marine, ¥avy, and Arny
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d »y none inoluding non-ccamissloned cffli-
gipmed ran't in the Cunrdia. A% lenzt 11

cvh Jeed Davie on page 1 and eading-on the

are dexd berinnin iea
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B, 4 few officisl dispatches ere given and gevaral C°X-

££4
4L~
%) ;raats of the “Great Morthern liews" src inoluded, not as fillers
T put to show our'slsnt' on $hinzs. :
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lerepiy nddress not the <iz=er =y
ol this letter, hut the Coam- w0 A
manding  Ollicer, U. S. Naval

trivon, Purtwmouth, N, f. . . g ' \
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U. S. NAVAL PRISON
NAVY YARD, PORTSMOUTH. N. H.

29 January 1937,

‘Subjeot: Diary of a Guardia Offiocer.

u-c—_-o-—-..-—.._._m...-—n—v---..-..c-—-_

- B I can prepare a few f£ield sketohes to illustrate
the ambush relested con pazes 47 to 51, or the "great” Ciudad
antigua battle on page 1v5. On page-174 a sketoh map might
be of uss. .

10. .. Other pen snd ink sketohes might be ino ed
from the Great licrinern lews|or the/ Telpandoa GEEE%}G Semples
on reguest. : T

AL The ranks given are as written at the time, in

octher words some times Guardia, some time Marine, or in scme
cases, no rank.

ROBERT L. DINIG
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Oorn 13 Novarber 1929, Major Robert Livingston Denig,
USMC, arrived in Nicaragua, was comnissioned a colonel
in the Guardia Racional de Nicaragua--the national con-

stabularv of Nicaragua--and assigned as commnander of
the Northern Area with headgquarters at Ocotal. He held
this position until November 1930, when he left the
country for leave in the United States. Returning to
Nicaragua in Februarsy 193L;, he was then appointed chief
of staff of the Gurardia and remained in Managua until
3 April, when he was evacuated to the United States as
a result of injuries incurred in the devastating earth-
quake of 31 March.

During his tour as =z Guarala officer, Major Denig
kept a diary, which, according to his letter of 29
January 1936 to Lieutenant Colonel Alphonse DeCarre, -~
ditor of Marine Cocps Gagzette, is a '"very much deleteg
diary," and one which gives "an accurate pIlctufz oL
W=t franspires at an area Headguarters of such an
( organization /the Guardiz/."

As a very brief historical background tc this
diary, it should be noted +hat in May 1927, President
Adolfo Diagz of Nicaragua requested American as ssistance
to instruct and train the Guardia Nacional de Nicaragua.
Designed as the police force of the legally constituted
Nlcaruouan government the Guardia was entirely dis-

tinct and apart from the Marine Brigade which had been

stationed in the country since early 1927. The Brigade
had gone to Nicaragua at the invitation of the govern-
ment to protect Awerican as well as foreign lives and

property because the Diaz regiie was unable to do so.
Once the Guardia was organized and clecse to author-

ized strength, one of its units, usually a company, was

to be assigned to each of the country's pelitical

departments. According to plans for, its employment,

the Guardia was to be fully orqganized and trained by

the Marines, and able to assume respon31b1+1+y for main-

taining law and oxder throughout Nicaragua prior to the

elections of 1923,

General. Denig's diary relates his experiences as a
Guardia officer in the period following elections, wnap
baldlc ry was still f&ﬁg%ﬁt u]d whan 2ugustc Cesar

Sandino was ilJJ the most wanted man in MNicarigua.
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Egually ol iptoerest Qe bDenig's obscrvations rogonrding

life in the field fos Mucines atb Lached to the Guavrdia
~- as well as his obgervarions of the Murines themselvoes.
) 5&t;~r roading the diary, it is intercesting to gucss

exactly what General Denlg did delete from it in 1936

LW
ihf‘éwdl,.yhpn he submitted it to the Marcine Corps Gazstte for

e \publication.

’ i A direct descendent of Robert Livingston of New

ork, signer of the Declaration of Indépenddiice, Briga-
dier General Robert L. Denig, USMC (Ret), was the
Marine Corps' first Director of Public Information, a

illet he f£illed throughout World War II. He is cred-
ited with originating the concept of employing combat
corregpondents in American drmed “ferees-—Uader-the
plan he presented the Major General Commandant of th=
Marine Corps prior to U.S. entry into World Wwar IT,
trained, expericnced newspaper reporters and photogra-
phers would be recruited and enlisted into the Marine
Corps, sent through boot camp and, upon completion of
that training, promoted to sergeant and assigned to
report on the activities of units in the field or in
combat. Since the inception of this program, Marine
Corps combat correspondents have reported on and photo-
graphed the C”“JOlLS of their fellow Marines in three
wars.

Holder of the Navy and Distinguished Service
Crosses for heroism in World War I, General Renig
served more than 40 years on active duty in the Marine

~Corps. A son Robert L. Denig, Jr., is. also a 'retired
Marine brigadg;;:gEﬁEfa£:=ubile_a_s;geno son, James, a
Marine captain, was killed in action on Saipan in
World War II.

He attended high school in Sandusky, Ohic, where -
he was also a member of the 6th Regimert, Ohio National
Guard, in 1200. General Denig also atitended St. John's
Schiool at Manlius, New York, and the University otf
Pennsylvania.

On 29 September 1335, he was appointed & second
lieutenant in the Marine Corps. After a course of
instruction at the School of Application, Annapolis,
Maryland, he went with an expeditionary_force to PuLa,
where he remained until Wovembsr 1907. Prior to World
War I, he also scrved aboard USS Missouri; at the
Marine Barracks, Annapolis; as a recruiting officer in
St. Paul, Minne53;u, in the Philippines; and at the

9 Marine Barracks, Uhiladolpbia.
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Conperal Dond Maciias in Quantico
g

on 1 Jaly 1917 ;e mee with thal regiment.
He attended theo hrniy I Corps school at Gondrecourt,
graduvating thiv of nexrly 400. Following

this, he was unss as senior instructoer of tac-
tics and open warf fare at Lhc school and then ssigned

to command lst Battalion, 20th Infantry, 3d U.S. Army
Infantry Division, participating in the Alsne-Marne

Defensive east of Chateau Thierry.

In July 1918, he was assigned to the 23 Battalion,
6th Marines for the Soissons operation, and at the end
of the month took command of the 32d Battalion, 9th
Infantry, 23 Infaniry Division. During the St. Mihiel
Offensive in September. he was slightly wounded, but
not evacuated. He was more seriously wvounded in Octlto--
ber during the Msuse-Argonne Offensive while leading
his Army battalion in cleaning out German machine gun
nests and snipers from the area around the Medeah Farm.

For remaining in action and in comnand of his unit
until the mission was completed, he was awarded the
Army_Distinguished Service Cross and the Navy Cross.

TOr his ex t"aordﬁnd‘v heroism, the.French governmant

made him a Chevalier in the Legion of Honor, and awarced

him a Croix de Guerre with Palm and a second Croix Qe

Guerre with Bronze Star. ek

Following the war, General Denig ssrved at various
posts in the United States, in Santo Domingo; and in
Nicaragua. For outstanding performance of duty in
Nicaragua during the earthqguake there in March 1931, he
was awarded that country's Presidential Medal of Merit.

On his return to the United States in April 1931,
he served at various posts and stations, such as Headj'
quarters Marine Ceorps; Quantico; Naval Prison, Ports- -
mouth, N.H.; Marine Barracks, Pearl Harbor; and Marine
Barracks, Bremerton, Washington.

On 30 June 19«1, he retired and was promoted to
the rank of brigacier general by virtue of his having
been decorated for heroism in combat. The following
day, 1 July, General Denig was recalled to active duty
at Headquarters and tasked with the organization of a
Division of Pubhlic Relations. He was Director of
Public Relations, now the Division of Information,
throughout the war and until his second retirement on
1 December 1945.
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