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1919-1923

Honduras.  The 1919 Honduran Civil War, in which some 1,000 people were killed, pitted longtime President Bertrand against a dissident faction led by General Rafael López Gutiérrez.  The fighting erupted in July and was mostly over by early September, when Bertrand resigned and went into exile in a US-brokered peace.  General López Gutiérrez and his faction ("lopezgutierristas") ruled directly or indirectly until early 1924, though dissident rumblings continued throughout this period.  From 1920 to 1923 the Honduran government under López Gutiérrez fended off 17 uprisings and attempted coups.
Nicaragua.  Starting in August 1921 dissident Nicaraguan Liberals launched a series of raids into Nicaragua from bases in Honduras.  The rebels briefly took Limay, Somoto, and other Segovian towns, prompting President Diego Chamorro to declare martial law and send some 3,000 troops to quell the uprising, which continued through November and simmered on for at least another year.   In response to the chronic unrest, especially in border regions, the US State Department orchestrated a series of conferences, culminating in  the "Washington Conference."  On 7 February 1923 the five Central American republics signed the General Treaty of Peace and Amity (Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua).  The first US-led efforts to create a "non-partisan constabulary" in Nicaragua began in late 1923, under US Colonel Carter.  On October 12, 1923, President Diego Chamorro died, and Vice President Bartolomé Martínez assumed the presidency.  The Conservatives were thus split between the factions led by old-time caudillo General Emiliano Chamorro and President Martínez.

Segovian Borderlands.  From 1919 to 1923 the Segovian borderlands saw significant military mobilizations during the following months:
· 1919:  July-September
· 1920:  January-March
· 1921:  August-November
· 1922:  April-May, August-September

· 1923:  December

1924-1926
Honduras.  The 1924 Honduran Civil War was exceptionally bloody by Central American standards, causing the deaths of at least 5,000 people.  The war was sparked by the contested outcome of the October 1923 presidential elections.  Most of the fighting took place in February-March 1924, in three main theaters:  around the capital cities of Tegucigalpa-Comayagua; on the North Coast; and in the Nicaraguan-Segovian borderlands.   Thwarted presidential candidate General Tiburcio Carías Andino led the biggest revolutionist force ("cariístas") with much fighting in the Segovian borderlands.  The leading cariísta caudillo in the Segovian borderlands was General Francisco Martínez Fúnes; another leading cariísta, active mainly around Tegucigalpa-Comayagua, was General Gregorio Ferrera.  

In response to the threat to US lives and properties, the United States ratcheted up its military intervention and diplomatic pressures.  In the first months of 1924, as civil war raged, López Gutiérrez died (March 10, 1924).  On April 23-28 the US State Department brokered a peace between the warring factions.  The negotiations resulted in an end to the fighting and the appointment of General Vicente Tosta as interim president until new elections in October 1924. 
Nicaragua.  With the presidential elections of October 1924 pending, Nicaraguan Liberals were likewise split into two main factions.  One was led by Juan B. Sacasa (who founded the Liberal Nationalist Party), and another by Luis Correa (candidate of the Liberal Republicans).  After a complex series of events involving the US State Department and Nicaragua's leading parties and politicians, the October 1924 elections pitted a Liberal-Conservative coalition (the "Transaction") composed of Conservative presidential candidate Carlos Solórzano (ally of Bartolomé Martínez) and Liberal vice-presidential candidate Juan B. Sacasa.  The Transaction won the elections against Conservative candidates Emiliano Chamorro and Luis Correa.
On October 25, 1925, less than a year into Solórzano's presidency, Emiliano Chamorro staged a coup d'état.  His coup galvanized Liberal opposition, prompting leading Liberals to go into exile, mainly to Mexico, where they began organizing a revolutionary movement.  The first fighting took place on the Atlantic Coast.  By August 1926, dissident Liberals began mobilizing in Western Nicaragua.  Civil war raged in Western Nicaragua from August 1926 to May 1927.
Segovian Borderlands.  From January 1924 to December 1926, the Segovian borderlands saw significant military mobilizations during the following periods:

· 1924:  January-March, May, August
· 1925:  April, June
· 1926:  August-December

In the 1924 Honduran Civil War, the biggest battles in the borderlands took place in early and mid February, including:
· Sat Feb 9:  Battle of Jacaleapa

· Tues Feb 12:  Sacking of Danlí

· Wed Feb 13:  Battle of San Marcos de Colón

In the 1926-27 Nicaraguan Civil War (or Constitutionalist War), military actions in the borderlands commenced in late August.  By April 1927 the Liberals, led by General José María Moncada in the name of ousted President Juan B. Sacasa, were poised on the outskirts of Managua.  The war was ended  by the US-brokered Espino Negro Accord, or Treaty of Tipitapa, of 4 May 1927.  The Accords called for continued US occupation until US-supervised presidential elections in November 1928; the continuation of Conservative Chamorrista Adolfo Díaz as president until the elections; and the creation of a new "non-partisan constabulary," the Guardia Nacional de Nicaragua.  Augusto C. Sandino, whose successes in the field, mainly in Las Segovias, had made him one of the leading Liberal generals, rejected the treaty as a violation of Nicaraguan national sovereignty.  Sandino thus began his rebellion in Las Segovias in May 1927 against the Díaz government, the Guardia Nacional, the US Marines, and their allies.

